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THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : 

H.I.H. Prince Chichibu (Hon. Mem. 1928-
41 ; I952) . . . . . . 

H.H. Maharajah Sir Joodha Shumshere Jung 
Bahadur Rana (Hon. Mem.) . . . 

Donkin, S. B. . . . . . . 
Broun, A. F. . . . . . . 
Osier, J. A. . . . . . . 
Pickard, R. . . . . . . 
Pearce, J. . . . . . . 
Daunt, H. E. . . . . . . 
Lister, G. A. . . . . . . 
Paget-Tomlinson, E. E. . . .- . 
Ryan, M. F. . . . . . . 

Year of 
Election. 

1935 
r899 
I902 
I909 
1909 
I9I5 
I920 
I925 
1926 
1926 

PERSONAL. The Club congratulates Dr. T. Howard Somervell on 
the award of the O.B.E. in the New Year's Honours. 

HoNORARY MEMBERSHIP. The Committee has elected the famous 
Austrian mountaineer Dr. Karl Blodig an Honorary Member of the 
Alpine Club. Dr. Blodig will be remembered as one of the earliest of 

·the enthusiasts whose aim it is to have climbed all the 4,ooo metre 
peaks in the Alps (A.J. 26. 252 ; 35· 3 13), most of them in his case 
being done without guides. Dr. Blodig's climbing career has been one 
of great distinction and immense duration, ranging from such famous 
expeditions as the first crossing of the Silbersattel (6th August r 88o) 
to his phenomenal ascent and descent, alone, of the North-east face of 
the Aiguille Verte massif in I932 (A.J. 45· I6I). 

HIMALAYAS, I952. The Swiss autumn expedition to Mount Everest 
succeeded in establishing a camp on the South Col on November 21, 
I952, but were then turned back by high winds and extreme cold. The 
achievement of this party in establishing a camp at this altitude at such 
a late season of the year is quite unprecedented in the annals of moun
taineering, and a mark of the toughness and determination of the 
climbers. 

BRITISH MouNT EVEREST ExPEDITION, I953· The British Mount 
Everest Expedition under the leadership of Colonel H. C. J. Hunt, 
C.B.E., D.S.O., assembled at Khatmandu at the beginning of March, 
I 9 53. At the time of going to press the latest reports indicate that 
camps have been established above the icefall in the Western Cwm, 
and the course of the build-up is being carried through according to 
schedule. Colonel Hunt hopes to establish his Advance Base Camp 
at the foot of the Lhotse face by May IS, and an assault on the summit 
should follow during the following 14 days. We record our good wishes 
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to Colonel Hunt and the members of the Expedition at this important 
stage of the climb. Besides Colonel Hunt, the members of the Expedi
tion, nine of whom are members of this_ Club,. are :-

G. C. Band W. G. Lowe 
T. D. Bourdillon C. W. F. Noyce 
R. C. Evans M. P. Ward 
A. Gregory · M. H. W estmacott. 
E. P. Hillary C. G. Wylie 

In addition Dr. L. G. C. Pugh is accompanying the Expedition as 
physiologist, and T. Stobart as cine-photographer. 

HIMALAYAS, 1953. There are also reports of a Swiss Expedition to 
Dhaulagiri, a German Expedition to Nanga Parbat, an American 
Expedition to K2~ and a Japanese Expedition to the Annapurna
Manaslu region. 

ALPS, 1952. The Refuge Eccles, which had been built a short 
distance from the Col Eccles, was destroyed under rather mysterious 
circumstances on or about July 10, 19-52. An American climber, Mr. 
J. B. Churchill, who was well-known to British climbers, was in the hut 
at the time of the accident with his fiancee, Miss J ocelyn Moo re. The 
hut, which was of the small bivouac type commonly erected in recent 
years, became detached from the mountainside, either as a result of an 
avalanche or by subsidence of the rocks on which it was built. The 
two occupants were killed and their bodies were discovered amidst the 
wreckage of the hut on the Brouilla.rd glacier a few days later. 

ANDES, 1952. An international expedition to the Andes under the 
leadership of Piero Ghiglione, the well-known Italian climber who is 
now in his seventies, carried out extensive mountain exploration in the 
Andre.s of Southern Peru in the summer of 1952. We note the follow
ing expeditions :-

Solimana (6,323 m.) fitst ascent, north summit. 
Coropuna (6,622 m.) first ascent north-west peak. 
Aussangate east peak (6,500 m.), central peak (6,350 m.), and 

first ascent north-west peak (6,250 m.). 
Point Verena (5,8oo m.) first ascent. 
Point Lomellini (5,550 m.) first ascent. 
Exploration of the Yucai Group (5,900 m.). 
Exploration of the Veronica Group (5,895 m.). 

THE SouTH RIDGE OF THE SALBITSCHIJEN. In August, 1952, I 
revisited the Salbitschijen after an interval of three years. On the 
South Ridge it was surprising to find how many pitons had been put 
in on all sections of the climb since my last visit. It is not now a 

· question of wanting for a piton in an exposed position, but rather of 
deciding which, if any, if the many alternatives should be used. One 
or two pitons on this climb add considerably to the security of the 
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leader and on the Great Slab a fixed rope sling is almost ess_ential except 
for a tall climber. Below the sling the slab used to be free of pitons. 
Last summer there was a series of pitons up the Slab and an imposing 
steel sling at the crux. -

The S. ridge is nowhere outstandingly difficult, but there is , 
strenuous and severe climbing which continues for some hours, and the 
scale of the pitches and exposure on superb rock are quite enchanting. 
No doubt moderate climbers are now able to add this ridge to their list 
of ascents, but for a strong party much of the charm is no longer there. 

It is a great pity that this 'magnificent ridge is spoilt by being strewn 
with ironmongery more in keeping with the Eastern Alps than Switzer
land. 

H. ST. V. LONGLEY-COOK. 

HIMALAYAN HEIGHTS AND EARTHQUAKES. In his review of Professor 
Dyhrenfurth's book on the world's' Achttausender,' Mr. Irving refers 
to the suggestion that the heights of certain Himalayan peaks, particu-

_larly Everest, have been altered by the Assam earthquake of 1950. He 
even states that the height of Everest is said to have been increased by 
6 5 m. ( 2 I 3 ft. ). Photographs of the Everest massif taken by the expe
ditions which have visited it. since the earthquake do not, however, bear 
out the suggestion, as far as I can see. Everest, Lhotse, and Nuptse 
look as serene and undisturbed as ever, devoid of such signs as one 
would expect to see if they had been .affected by earthquake. It is, 
perhaps, probable that the very unstable state in which the Khumbu 
Glacier was found was due to disturbance of its bed by earthquake 
shock : but I feel that these suggestions of a change in the height of 
Everest ought to be received with great reserve. It will be disappoint
ing if the' centenary' measurement, which we were promised last year, 
results in the figure of 28,999 ! But we shall be able to console our
selves with the thought that that figure is no more reliable than the 
29,002. 

Kangchenjunga, being some 70 or 8o miles nearer the epicentre of 
the earthquake than Everest, ·would seem more liable to have been 
affected. If it has, in fact, been either raised or lowered appreciably, 
that will have ended the virtual ' dead-heat ' for second place between 
it and K2. It may conceivably have become lower than Lhotse and 
Makalu, so that the order of the first five summits in the world must be 
revised. 

But still more likely to have been affected are peaks still further east 
in the main Himalayan range : and of especial interest would be such 
an elevation of that little-known giant Namcha Barwa (hitherto given 
as 25,445 ft.) as to raise it above 26,ooo ft., if not into the most august 
company of the ' Achttausender.' However, at present I know of no 
definite evidence that any major peak in the Himalaya (or ·elsewhere) 
has had its height suddenly changed by earthquake. 

To take one other point touched on in Mr. Irving's review must 
Dhaulagiri be considered hopelessly unclimbable? .The French expedi-
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. tion seems only to have considered seriously the S. face and the S.E. 
an~te, and not to have examined carefully the possibilities of the upper 
part of the E. face which is strange, as they ascended to over r6,ooo ft. 
on that side. To my comparatively inexpert eye, at any rate, there seems 
to be a route worth trying. (See photo in A.J. for Nov. 1951, opposite 
p. 162, an enlargement of which hangs, of course, in the Club). A 
conspicuous icefall (which, no doubt, is very formidable, but probably 
not impossible, or which might, perhaps, be turned by the rocks on the 
·north and south) leads to slopes of snow or ice, which, though long 
and steep, appear to be shorter and less steep than those which were 
climbed on the ascent of Nanda Devi. In the Alps, such a route would 
not be thought especially difficult. And even at double the height 
above sea-level, I venture to think it might be done. Could not this 
be the objective of another· British expedition ? 

c. R. P. VANDELEUR. 

BRITISH TRAVELLERS IN THE DAUPHINE. Commandant Gaillard's 
article in A.J. 58. 453-8, leaves the reader with the impression that the 
meeting of Whymper and Macdonald, before their ascent of Mont 
Pelvoux in 1861, was fortuitous, but they had previously met at Gren
oble towards the end of July. They had then agreed to join forces for 
an attack on the mountain. A rendezvous was fixed for August 3, at 
La Bessee ; Macdonald did not appear on the due date, and Whymper 
and Jean Reynaud set off without him to make what proved to be an 
unsuccessful attempt on the Pelvoux. When they returned to their 
bivouac, they found a blue silk veil by the site of their camp fire. 'There 
was but one explanation,' wrote Whymper ;· ' Macdonald had arrived ; 
but where was he ? ' 

Whymper descended to Ailefroide, only to find that Macdonald had 
gone on to V allouise ; next morning Whymper set out in pursuit and 
finally caught his man soon after he had left V allouise on the road for 
La Bessee. He did not meet Macdonald as the latter ' was coming up.' 

Michel Croz made the first ascent of Mont Pourri, and not Mathews 
and Bonney, as Commandant Gaillard states. Croz had spent the 
latter part of the summer of 1861 with Mathews, who urged him to 
attempt the Pourri from Peisey. On October 4, after Mathews had 
gone home, Croz climbed the peak, alone, ' par un trajet bien difficile.' 
Mathews and Bonney made the second ascent, under Croz's leadership, 
on August 5, I 862. 

Commandant Gaillard mentions that in August, 1865, ' C. H. 
Pilkington, one of the pioneers of guideless climbing, crossed the Col 
de la Lauze.' The Rev. Charles Henry Pilkington {I837-1900) was 
not a pionee·r of guideless climbing. Mumm's A. C. Register records 
no important expeditions by him after 1865. Commandant Gaillard 
has evidently confused him with Charles Pilkington (I8S0-1918) who 
made many expeditions without guides with his brother Lawrence, and 
Frederick Gardiner, including the first guideless ascent of the Meije. 

D. F. 0. D .ANGAR • 
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ALPINE CLUB PENSIONS FuND. Since we last published our list of 
subscriptions, we have had the following for which we are grateful :-

Mr. J. B. Brown, Ios. ; Major H. E. Chubb, £Io ; Mr. T. R. M. 
Creighton, I Is. ; Sir A. E. Cutforth, £s ss. ; Mr. J. E. C. Eaton, 
(2nd donation), £Io; Mr. C. I. W. Fox, Ios. ; Mr. W. Kirstein, ISS. ; 
Mr. H. McArthur, Ios. ; Mr. A. G. Murray, Ios. ; Mr. H. L. 
Roberts, Ios. ; Mr. E. V. Townsend (znd donation), £s ss. ; Dr. 
H. F. von Tscharner, Ios. ; Mr. Tyssen-Gee, Ios. ; Mr. P. A. 
Fletcher (annual subscription), Ios. ; Mr. R. C. H. Fox (annual sub
scription), I os. 
The Fund has lost a few of its covenanting members and it would 

be grateful to any members who would covenant to pay quite small 
sums for seven years. The Fund itself is in a healthy condition, but 
it is not quite sufficient to meet its liabilities, therefore, any new sub
scriptions would be very much appreciated by the Treasurer. Dona
tions will be very welcome so as to provide for the preservation of the 
Capital fund. 
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R. w. LLOYD, 

Treasurer . 
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